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Argument Structure and Case in Korean and English
FH 1A (University of Texas at Austin)

This dissertation examines how lexical semantic properties of predicates surface in syntactic
structures. Using the theoretical perspective of Head-Driven Phrase Structure Grammar (HPSG),
I address the specific issues of linking, case, and language-specific constructions in English and
Korean. While the two languages of interest in this dissertation have different syntactic
structures, I demonstrate that the lexical semantic factors underlying these structures are in
large part shared.

Building on Dowty’s (1991) proto-role approach and Davis’ (2001) HPSG type hierarchical
linking theory, I posit several proto-roles that are characterized by sets of entailments, and I
reify the proto-roles in an HPSG feature regime. Each proto-role is mapped onto the syntactic
argument structure. In addition, each verb type is located on a HPSG type hierarchy system.
Linking regularities can be explained by the constraints on each verb type; these constraints are
determined by a multiple inheritance mechanism that characterizes the hierarchy.

In my analysis, entailment—-based verb types constrain the case assignment process in Korean.
Specifically, I posit a feature DESIG(ATED)-ARG(UMENT) to single out the external argument,
which is responsible for accusative case assignment in Wechsler and Lee (1996). In underived
constructions in Korean, the proto—actor participant in an event or state becomes the value of
the DESIG-ARG feature and in turn maps onto the initial member of the syntactic argument
structure. Such verbs are of the type act-verb and the constraints of this particular type define
accusative case assignment properties in the argument structure. In contrast, the English case
system, which is limited to personal pronouns, is not related to lexical semantic properties. Thus,
[ suggest that a full-scale case principle is not necessary to explain the English case system.
Instead, I propose case resolution constraints that apply only to personal pronouns.

This dissertation also discusses various constructions in English and Korean including tough-
constructions, light verb constructions and topic—comment constructions. These constructions
extend the form and information inherited through linking to more complex syntactic and
semantic structures. The main purpose of such ‘Extension’ is to encode discourse information
such as topic and focus.
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Complex Predicates under vP Hypothesis
Dukkyo Jung (A ZA| Bdl/ol5dh)

Since the transition from Government & Binding (GB) approaches to the first steps of research
within the Minimalist Program (MP, Chomsky 1995), Chomsky (1998, 1999, 2000) made some
modifications to the new framework, where the feature—checking via movement was replaced by
a relation of long—distance agreement, Agree. In the same revision, Chomsky proposes Cyclic
Spell-Out (CSO) that syntactic structure may be phonetically interpreted in successive stages
rather than at a single point, and that the inputs to occurrences of this process are Phase
constituents of type vP and CP. The vP hypothesis has been considerably influential and widely
adopted in Minimalist approaches to syntax. Notwithstanding its influence, however, it still
remains poorly understood and there has been little justification of the right morphophonetic—
semantic kind available to throw light on the basic mechanics of such procedures. The aim of
this paper is to prove that v is not just a functional category motivated by the theory- internal
need but also is empirically justified, and that ha is one of Spell-Outs of v in vP structure, which
can explain why ha takes part in a wide range of complex predicates from modal auxiliary verbs
to the post—-verbal negation in Korean.

The vP in the Minimalist Program paradigm (Chomsky 1995, 1999, 2000) corresponds to both
TransitiveP (Collins 1997) and VoiceP (Kratzer 1994, 1996), to the EventP (Travis 1991, Harley
1995), or to AspectP (Embick 1998, van Hout & Roeper 1998) in other paradigms. This
identification of v as the combination of Transitive and Voice/Event/Aspect is natural in the
sense that v introduces the external argument (playing the agent role), matching up to EVENT (in
lieu of Voice/Event/Aspect), and v licenses accusative case, matching up to TRANSITIVE. At
the same time, it meets the two requirements of Burzio's (1986) generalization. If there exist
some variations in the strength of the functional categories, we can postulate diverse
compositions for v out of varied combinations (active + vs. inactive —-) in TRANSITVE and
EVENT: v(+ Trans, + Event), v(-Trans, + Event), v(+ Trans, —Event), v(-Trans, —Event).

The patterns of ha in diverse contexts of the dual feature combination of v support Chomsky’s
(1999, 2000) idea that the regular input to CSO may not only be fully propositional CP but also
smaller vP structures. These collective observations suggest that v is not just theory-internally
motivated and ha is a case of morphophonetic and semantic justification of v in vP structure in
Korean and is compatible with Phase Theory and EPP. The vP hypothesis with Spell-Out of v
brings up a unified theory for the lexical and periphrastic causatives/passives, the Psych Verb
Constructions, Light Verb Constructions, and other constructions, where F (functional category
as the complement of v head) will be —ya(man) for Modal ‘must’, -lye(ko) for Future/Purpose
‘will,’ or —kido ‘also’/-kiman ‘only’/-kicocha ‘even’ for Focus construction in Korean. This
capacity of ha being engaged with the Aspect/Modal morphemes implies that EPP is not driven
by Case, but driven by Aspect.
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