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Goal and Source: Asymmetry in their Syntax and Semantics
Seungho Nam (Seoul National University)

0. This paper focuses on the syntactic and semantic asymmetry between Goal (e.g., into the store)
and Source locatives (e.g., from the store). In the literature they have been treated as directional
locatives, but they have not been properly analyzed from a contrastive and formal perspective. Based
on their syntactic and semantic asymmetry, the paper argues that they have distinctive underlying
base positions and further that they have different semantic scope/contribution in event structure.
Thus we get a more explicit mapping principle between syntax and semantics of locative expressions
in terms of extended VP-structure and event structure.

1. Proposal: Base Positions and semantic scopes of Locative PPs

1.1. Goal PPs (PPg) are generated under the lower VP1, and they semantically compose a core
event (result state: E2) denoted by the lower VP2.

1.2. Source PPs (PPs) are generated under the higher VP1, and semantically modify the event (E1)
denoted by the higher V1'. They do not compose the core event.

Non-directional PPs are generated as a VP1-adjunct and modify/locate the whole event denoted by
VP1.

2. Goal-Source Asymmetry in Syntax: Koopman (1997) and Travis (2000) argue for the structural
distinction between directional and non-directional PPs, and Kracht (2002) identifies the two in terms
of "Modalizer" and "Localizer". The following observations, however, further support the asymmetry
of Goal and Source.

2.1. Preposition incorporation: Goal-directional pre/post-positions get more easily incorporated into
verb than Source or non-directional ones do (Baker 1990, Koopman 1997). Munro (2000) illustrates
that some Chickasaw verbs can occur with more than one applicative prefixes, and Goal applicative
always comes closer to the verb stem than Source or non-directional applicatives do.

2.2. Prepositional Passive: Couper-Kuhlen (1979) shows that Goal is a typical subject of
prepositional passive, while Source or non—directional one is hardly found in the subject position.
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2.3. Movement and Ordering: Source PPs are more easily dislocated than Goal PPs are.

2.4. Locative Alternation: Locative alternation in many languages involve Goal-type PPs rather than
Source or non-directional ones. (Levin 1993; Hale & Keyser 1993, 2002) More generally, V-modifiers
like Goal-type PPs allow alternations more often than VP-adjuncts like Source/Path-type or non-
directional PPs do.

3. Source and Goal in Event Structure

3.1. Lexical Complex Event Structure: Extending the recent proposals on complex lexical event
structure (Jackendoff 1990; Grimshaw 1990; Pustejovsky 1991, 1995), we identify the distinctive
semantic contributions of Source and Goal in terms of semantic scope in event structure.

3.2. Event Structures for VPs and Locative PPs: Recent studies on adverbial modification argue for
a finer—grained event structures (Eckardt 1998; Ernst 1998; Tenny 2000; Travis 2000). This paper
further observes and accounts for the semantic asymmetry of Source and Goal. For instance, the
following shows their asymmetry in argument orientation and ordering:

3.3. Aspectual Division: Cinque (1999) and Travis (2000) devide at least two aspectual domains in
syntax - "higher/viewpoint" aspect and "middle/situation" aspect in Tenny's (2000) terms. The
following data show that Source PPs scope over the situation aspect, so do not shift the aspectual
character of the core event. Goal-PPs, however, composing the core event, play a crucial role in
aspectual composition.
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