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Chae, Hee—-Rahk (to appear) “Gerund Phrases as NPs with N Heads: No Empty or Mixed
Categories,” Japanese/Korean Linguistics 13, CSLI Publications.

Chae, Hee-Rahk and Yongkyoon No (1998) “A Survey of Morphological Issues in Korean:
Focusing on Syntactically Relevant Phenomena,” Korean Linguistics 9, 65-109, International
Circle of Korean Linguistics.
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Cho, Sae-Youn and Kyung-Sup Lim (2003) “A Lexical Analysis of ‘Predicate + Contraction
Morphemes’ in Korean,” Harvard Studies in Korean Linguistics X.

Tense and Choice Functions

SHIE=H)

The issue of determinism of tense has been one of the main concerns with the contemporary
semantics of tense. There are two approaches to this issue: the quantificational approach and the
referential approach. The quantificational approach (Prior (1967, 1968), Montague (1973), and
Dowty (1979) among others) is a view that tense in natural language is taken to be indefinite—or
the eventuality under the scope of tense is true at any time denoted by that tense. The
referential approach (Reichenbach (1947), Partee (1984), Hinrichs (1986), En¢ (1987), and
Abusch (1997) among others), on the other hand, refers to a view that tense is interpreted as
being definite-that is, the eventuality under the scope of tense is true at a specific time supplied
by the context of use. As the name suggests, this view is so called because the semantics of
tense is analogous to that of pronouns.

In this paper, I will argue that both of the two approaches have difficulty with the semantically
proper treatment of tense. The difficulty lies in the fact that the interpretation of tense is
completely dependent upon the context of use in which it occurs. In other words, the tenses
might be interpreted as referring to an indefinite time in some contexts, as in 7he asteroid hit the
earth, while they might refer to a definite time in other contexts, as in 7om broke the window
yesterday. In order to overcome the difficulty, I will propose the semantics of tense which
introduces a choice function £ The choice function applies to a set of intervals and yields a given
interval at which the eventuality described by the sentence in question takes place. This may
assist in understanding both definite and indefinite tenses.
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Kamp, Hans. 2003. Discourse Representation Theory. Ms.

DRAFT of article for the new edition of the Handbook of Philosophical Logic, jointly with Josef
van Genabith and Uwe Reyle.
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