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Morphosyntactic Variation: Empirical Arguments
for the (Stochastic) OT Conception of Grammar

ol¢d (Ba&E)

Noncategorical, quantitative variation found in linguistic performance data has not been often
accepted as (counter—)evidence for theoretical approaches. This may be one source of the
current gulf between theoretical linguistics and other research fields with an orientation that is
primarily empirical. In view of this fact, it is encouraging to see a slow but steady outpouring of
research which combines these two different lines of research. Recently, pioneering work in this
direction within generative syntax has been done by researchers working in stochastic Optimality
Theory (e.g. Boersma and Hayes 2001; Bresnan and Aissen 2002). These researchers show that
in stochastic OT frequentistic preferences in usage and categorical grammatical rules can be
explained in a unified way in terms of the same typologically motivated constraint system. In this
talk I will attempt to demonstrate that stochastic OT can fruitfully be applied to other domains of
morphosyntax, in particular, the domain of case in Korean, in which explanations based on
categorical constraints on abstract linguistic representations have been particularly dominant. In
addition, I will also present results form psycholinguistic experiments investigating cognitive
grounding of the constraint system used in the theoretical account of quantitative variation in
Korean case.

Pro—Drop Parameter in Second Language Acquisition
Bokyung Noh (Seoul University of Foreign Studies)

Much have been investigated the extent to which developing language grammar is
constrained and handled by principles and parameters of Universal Grammar (UG). Specifically,
the so-called pro—drop parameter in adult L2 acquisition is assumed to associate such syntactic
properties as subject—-verb inversion and that—trace effect with regard to null subjects because
those syntactic properties are assumed to be deductively acquired, once L2 learners "notice" a
triggering property in the input, and then set the pro—drop parameter for null subjects.

This paper will address the issue of whether the pro-drop parameter is necessary in
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explaining the acquisition processes by reviewing previous studies. The previous studies have
mainly investigated the issue of whether the syntactic properties cluster with subjects (null or
overt) in adult L2 acquisition. Thus, by reviewing and evaluating those studies, in this paper |
argue that adult L2 learners do not seem to have access to the pro-drop parameter with UG
hypothesized to underlie native grammar development. In other words, it seems impossible to
maintain in the face of the evidence that L2 learners are acquiring the pro—drop parameter in the
sense of the theoretical accounts of the pro—drop parameter.
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(1) 7}. The enemy; sank the boat;.
1}. The boat; sank. - Haegeman(1994: 334)
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(3) 7}. John broke a leg last week. — (Agent(Theme))
Y. John's leg broke last week. — (Theme)
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(4) 7}. The boat; was sunk. < The enemy; sank the boat;.
t}. A leg was broken (by John) last week. < John broke a leg last week.
t}. A vase was broken last week. < John broke a vase last week.
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