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One of the main puzzles in Korean nominalization gerundive phrases (NGP) is that they display a
mix of nominal and verbal properties. Korean NGPs also display verbal properties internally and
nominal properties externally. Internally verbal properties come from the occurrence of a sentential
adverb within the phrase, adverbial modification to the NGP predicate, the presence of the verbal
negative marker before the predicate, free scrambling within the phrase, inheritance of the
arguments from the lexeme verb, and so forth. Their externally nominal properties are also found in
various syntactic environments: The NGP occurs in NP positions and takes nominal affixes like a
postposition, conjunction and case marker. In capturing these mixed properties, I propose a new
constraint—based, constructional analyses that allows a close interaction between morphological
and syntactic constraints with the system of multiple inheritance hierarchy. The mechanism of
multiple inheritance hieararchy allows a succinct way of encoding generalizations about lexemes
and phrases, while eliminating unnecessary stipulations. It further provides a clean, streamlined
way of capturing the mixed properties of Korean NGPs that are in several respects different from

English counterparts. This allows a simpler grammar for Korean.

Argument Transfer and Argument Composition:
A Constraint—based Approach to Multiple Verbal Noun Constructions

W (Fdst)
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S gtk 4 stue BAMY WA BEAR stby cE ool Adtete] dEFe] BEEols A
& o, A WA st T ek aaso] AdEE F dE AP A dwrstE Feta 1 ¢
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