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Three Forms of Case Agreement in Korean
4L (Mg sta)

This paper focuses on case agreement phenomenon in the framework of the Minimalist Program (Chomsky 1995,
1998). Ferguson & Barlow (1988) describe agreement as a phenomenon whereby a grammatical element X matches
a grammatical element Y in property Z. Using this definition, we can characterize case agreement as a phenomenon
in which an adnominal element Y matches a nominal in case in the domain of a single verb. In Korean, two or more
noun phrases can bear the same case as shown in (1).
(1) a. Mary-ka John-ul tali-lul cha-ess-ta

M.-NOM J.-ACC leg-ACC kick-PAST-DECL
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“Mary kicked John's leg.'
b. Mary-ka  maykcwu-lul twu sikan-ul masi-ess-ta
M.-NOM beer-ACC two hour-ACC  drink-PAST-DECL
“Mary drank beer for two hours'
c. Mary-ka haksayng-tul-ul pimiliey motwu-lulsohwanhay-ss-ta
M.-NOM student-PL-ACC secretly all-ACC call-PAST-DECL

'‘Mary called all the students secretly.’

A possessor nominal can be marked with the same case as its possessee nominal, as given in (1a). A measure
adverbial can be marked with the same case as an object nominal as shown in (1b). A post-nominal quantifier can be
marked with the same case as its associated nominal. I call (1a, b,c) “possessor agreement”, “measure adverbial
agreement” and “ quantifier agreement, respectively. These phenomena raise crucial questions: What is the source of
multiple case in these environments? How are these cases licensed?

As | show, this paper covers a number of very interesting topics in syntax and semantics including the structures

of possessives, telicity, passivization, and the semantics of various kinds of adverbials.
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