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Lexically Triggered (Unbounded) Discontinuities:
An Indexed Phrase Structure Grammar Approach
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Chae, Hee—Rahk (1992) Lexically Triggered Unbounded Discontinuities in English: An Indexed
Phrase Structure Grammar Approach in English, Ph.D. dissertation, Ohio State Univ.
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Approach,” Proceedings of the 2002 LSK International Summer Conference Vol. I, The
Linguistic Society of Korea..
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Asymmetry of Scope Taking in Wh—Questions
Young—Sik Choi (USC)

I claim that way (why) in Korean stands apart from other wh—words in that the former is not an
indefinite in the sense of Lewis (1975) and Heim (1982), while the latter are. I will present
constructions such as ‘conditional’ and ‘relative clause’ to illustrate this point. I thus claim that
the difference between way and the other wh—words regarding their status as an indefinite is
directly associated with the asymmetry of scope taking between them in wh—questions: Way
(why), not being an indefinite, should undergo movement at LF, i.e., into Spec of CP, to mark its
own scope via spec head agreement with the question morpheme, driven by the need for proper
interpretation, by forming an operator variable chain, while the other wh—words, being
indefinites, are unselectively bound by the question morpheme that serves as a wh—operator
and marks the scope of the indefinite wh—words. (cf. the intuition in the literature according to
which a wh—word in English is a combination of w# and indefinite some (one, thing...) Chomsky
1964, Katz and Postal 1964, Klima 1964, Kuroda 1969 among others).The asymmetry of scope
taking between the two types of wh—words has an important implication for the contrast in so
called intervention effect in wh—questions involving certain types of QPs in Korean, which will
be the main topic of the presentation.
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