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Syntax and Pragmatics Meet in Optimality Theory
Hye—Won Choi (Ewha Womans University)

Scrambling has been observed to be associated with certain interpretational generalizations.
One such case is the “anti—focus” effect, which states, simply put, that ‘a focused element
cannot scramble’ (Lenerz 1977, Abraham 1986, Moltmann 1990, Webelhuth 1992). Another
well—known case is the “specificity” effect, which can be stated such that ‘only a specific phrase
can scramble’ (Majahna 1990, Moltmann 1990, de Hoop 1992, Diesing 1994). What is
interesting, however, is that both of these effects seem to be cancelled when the scrambled
phrase is ‘contrastively focused’. Namely, ‘a contrastively —focused phrase, whether specific or
not, can scramble’ (Lenerz 1977, Moltmann 1990, Abraham 1986), contra both the anti—focus
effect and the specificity effect.

I address this apparent contradiction and show that it can be resolved by utilizing a newly—
proposed feature—based information structure and the hierarchically ordered interaction of the
constraints (i.e., constraint ranking in Optimality Theory) from different modules of grammar,
l.e., syntax, semantics, and discourse—pragmatics. In other words, scrambling is viewed as a
result of the search for the “optimal” word order of a sentence, given the syntactic, semantic,
and discourse—pragmatic information that the sentence has.

The syntax and semantics of yekan and its cousins
Hyunoo Lee (Inha University)

This paper is concerned with the distribution and interpretation of the Korean adverbial yekan
‘being ordinary’ and its variants. It will be argued that yekan is an NPI that must be licensed by
the antimorphic expression anita or anhta. From the theoretical viewpoint, the meaning of yekan
indicates that the scalar approach to NPIs is problematic and its distribution in relation with
other NPIs suggests that some NPIs must take scope over their licensors, but others must take
scope under their licensors. It will be argued also that the relation between yekan and its
licensor is basically local, but that the locality condition is hard to define.
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