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Measuring Events and Measure Expressions

A & =)

Measure expressions, including measure phrase (classifier phrases and amount phrases), and
measure adverbials (duratives, frequency adverbials, and distance/path adverbials), can bear
case morphology, and they are subject to the monotonicity constraint (Schwarzschild 2002).
Since measure expressions cannot directly measure the entities that they aim to measure, they
measure out the event, and thus indirectly measure the target entities with the help of
homomorphisms. Frequency adverbials are distinguishable from other measure expressions
because they measure the cardinality of events without the help of the homomorphism.

Two distinct positions are available for measure expressions: a position within VP, and a
position outside VP. The position within VP can host the full range of measure expressions, while
the position outside VP (i.e., within the Voice phrase) shows some restrictions. When the Voice
head is active, only MPs which are semantically compatible with the agent semantics are allowed
to occur. The non—active Voice head, in contrast, is more flexible than the active counterpart and
thus, allows more measure expressions.

These two distinct positions are closely related to case morphology. Assuming that case
morphology is domain-specific, the case morphology on measure expressions functions as a
place indicator where measure expressions occur in a sentence. Within the domain of VP,
measure expressions bear accusative case morphology and outside the domain of VP, they bear

nominative case morphology.
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The Role of Type—Specificity in the Theory of Grammar
A F A G=9d)

Specificity was often introduced into the theory of grammar under a few contexts like extraction and
coordination. For instance, Fiengo and Higginbotham (1981) and Gueron (1981) propose a Specificity
Condition (=SC) for extraction to account for Chomsky's (1973) Specified Subject Condition (=SSC) effect in

(1) and (2).

(1) a. Did he buy a portrait of Nietzsche?
b. Who did he buy a portrait of?
(2) a.Did he buy Lena's portrait of Nietzsche?

b. *Who did he buy Lena's portrait of?

According to SC, extraction from a specific NP is not allowed. (2b) is bad, since the presence of a
possessive NP Lena's makes the complement of the main verb a specific NP.

The conventional use of the term specificity is, without much discussion, restricted to the relationship
between a type and its token. Jackendoff's (1972) classical discussion of the want context in (3) focuses on

the ambiguity between a specific fish as a token and a non-specific fish as a token.
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(3) John wants to catch a fish.

In this sense, the specificity discussed in the literature is token—specificity i.e. a specific NP refers to a
specific token.
On the other hand, NPs with abstract concepts that take the complement position of the infinitival clause

in the want context call for a different kind of specificity: type-specificity.

(4)  John wants to major in science.

(4) is ambiguous between two readings: in one reading, there is a specific field of science like biology or
chemistry that John already has in his mind (i.e. the specific reading); in the other reading, John wants to
study any field of science, and he has not thought much about the exact field of his preference (i.e. the non-—
specific reading). Here, the specificity involved in both the specific and the non-specific readings has to do
with the relationship between a semantic type science and its subtypes like biology, chemistry, physics, etc.

The goal of this paper is to show the role of type-specificity in the theory of grammar. It is independently
motivated by cognitive principles like familiarity that lies behind the semantic verification task (Rips et al.,
1973). Two important domains that call for type-specificity as a constraining factor are Exceptional Case
Marking (=ECM) and the genitive marking on the theme argument of the Korean light verb construction

(=LVC), as shown in (5) and (6).

(5) ECM
a. *Inho—nun ku yeca-lul con-ta-ko sayngkakhan-ta
[-TOP  the woman-ACC drowse-Dec-COMP think-Dec

'Inho thinks that the woman dozes off.'

b. (?)Inho—nun chayk-ulo elkwul-ul kalin ku haksayng—ul
book-with face-~ACC hide.REL the student-ACC
con-ta—ko sayngkakhan-ta
'Inho thinks that the student who hides her face with the book (cover) dozes off.'

(6) LVC
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a. */??Inho-ka yenge-uy kongpu-lul hay—-ss—ta
[-NOM English—-GEN study-ACC do-Pst-Dec
'Inho studied English.'
b. (?7)Inho-ka yengethongsalon-uy kongpu-lul hay-ss-ta
[-NOM English.syntax—GEN study—-ACC do-Pst-Dec

'Inho studied English syntax.'

The (b) sentences in (5) and (6) are better than the (a) sentences, in that the complement nominals of the
(b) sentences are more specific in semantic contents than those of the (a) sentences. Type—specificity also
has interesting consequences for the event—type structure and the view of UG as a toolkit (a la Jackendoff,

2002).
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