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Unratified topics in Korean: The case of topics with the marker -nun

Chisung Oh
(Seoul National University)

This presentation discusses nun-marked topics in Korean and their contrastiveness. Following Lambrecht
and Michaelis (1998), it is first noted that topics are divided into ratifeid and unratified topics, and then it is
shown that French and English have different formal markings for their ratified and unratified topics. The
spoken Korean data that | provide in this presentation show that Korean, like English and French, has the
formal distinction of ratified and unratified topics, and | argue that the marker -nun plays the role of
indicating unratified topics in Korean. To support my argument, | introduce and examine various examples
of nun-marked topics, including both discourse-active and non-discourse-active topic referents, and based
on their discourse contexts, | show that -nun is an unratified topic marker. As a related issue, this
presentation also addresses the issue of contrastiveness associated with -nun. Based on the observation
that nun-marked topics show varying degrees of contrastiveness depending on the context, it is argued that
the contrastiveness related to -nun is a gradient notion.
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