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Minimalist Syntax: Fundamentals, Issues and the State-of-the-Art

Sung-Eun Cho (Young Nam University)

This talk aims to briefly introduce the art of minimalist analysis. The first half discusses some architectural
issues in a minimalist setting such as a radical departure from the standard Y-model of grammar inherited
from the Extended Standard theory and Government-and-Binding Theory and early stage of minimalist
research (Chomsky 1995). The second half focuses on recent analyses of the displacement phenomenon.
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The Occurrence and Non-occurrence of —ka and -lul in Korean
Taeho Kim (Kyung Hee University)

Korean is a well-known nominative-accusative marking language in which the subject and object are
marked by the post-nominal particles ka and lul respectively. As has long been observed, the subject and
object are not always overtly marked by these particles, particularly in informal spoken Korean. In fact, the
occurrence and non-occurrence of these particles has instigated much debate as to whether or not they
are case markers and this is still disputable. Despite many studies examining the structural properties of
these particles, there are very few studies investigating them from an empirical perspective. Yet they
cannot be explained solely from structural perspectives, and discourse-based observations should also be
considered in the discussion of their structural properties.



This study investigates the post-nominal particles ka and lul from an empirical perspective, and
approximately five hours of informal two-party conversations were used for the investigation of the
occurrence and non-occurrence of ka and lul. In this study, | propose two discourse-pragmatic factors, that
is, processing load and informational prominence, for their analysis. Several individual factors that are
related to either processing load or informational prominence or both are also proposed for the examination
of the presence and absence of ka and lul. The two discourse-pragmatic factors appear to well capture the
occurrence and non-occurrence of ka and lul in a clause. That is to say, the subject and object marker tend
to overtly occur in a clause when the subject and object represent processing load, informational
prominence or both, whereas they tend not to overtly occur in a clause when neither of the two factors is
represented by the subject and object. Based on this tendency, | argue that ka and lul function as marking
the processing load or informational prominence represented by the subject and object.

To Raise or Not to Raise: A Corpus Study of Raising-to-Object in Korean

Hanjung Lee and Goeun Chae (Sungkyunkwan University)

This study examines the variation displayed by believe-type verbs between the complement clause
involving Raising-to-object (RtO) and the complement clause without raising in Korean. Through a corpus
study of on the distribution of the complement clauses of the verb sayngkakha- ‘think’, we demonstrate that
the choice between the two types of complement clauses is strongly affected by the contrastiveness of the
proposition expressed by those clauses. Going one step further, we also provide a possible explanation for
why the two types of complement clauses are distributed the way they are. We propose that the pattern of
complement choice observed in the corpus data reflects the speaker’s attempt to balance between
processing cost and discourse function. In particular, it is shown that the balance between processing cost
and discourse function can correctly predict the gradient pattern of complement choice, while offering a
unified explanation for the effect of contrastiveness on complement choice and the ‘characteristic property’
condition on RtO.



