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The Effect of L2 Phoneme or Rime Awareness on L2 Word Reading:
Letter Recording vs. Rime Analogy
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Learning to read inherently entails a process of the links between sound(s) and letter(s)
called phonological recoding. The significance of phonological recoding as a self-teaching
device in early literacy acquisition has been widely believed. However, questions about
the nature and size of the phonological units which are of most importance in learning to
read have been still unresolved. This considerable debate has centered on whether in
theoretical perspectives, phoneme versus rime units are relatively important and in
pedagogical stances, therefore, a synthetic phonics based on phoneme awareness
versus an analytic phonics based on rime awareness should be first taught in beginning
reading acquisition. Given the polarization of the phonics debate, two short-term
longitudinal studies investigated the effect of synthetic or analytic phonics on L2

phonological awareness and L2 word reading abilities Korean-speaking EFL 3 graders
possess. Study 1 taught in Korean and English found that there were significant
instructional effects on the achievement of L2 phonological sensitivity and L2 word
reading. In particular, children experienced with letter recoding performed better on onset
and nucleus awareness and word reading than those with rime analogy. A series of
correlation and regression analyses unveiled that within a synthetic phonics group,
children’s phoneme awareness was closely linked to word/pseudo-word reading and
nucleus was a strong predictor of pseudo-word reading abilities. In the meantime,
children’s phoneme (nucleus and coda) and rime awareness within an analytic phonics
were strongly related to word/pseudo-word reading and the phoneme and rime
awareness were strong predictors of word/pseudo-word reading abilities. Study 2 taught
only in English also found that a synthetic phonics group outperformed on nucleus
awareness and word reading than an analytic phonics group. Children’s nucleus
sensitivity within the synthetic phonics group was significantly correlated to word/pseudo-
word reading and this nucleus awareness was a robust predictor of word/pseudo-word
reading skills. Meanwhile, even children’s phoneme awareness (onset and coda) within
the analytic phonics group was largely associated with word/pseudo- word reading and
the coda awareness was also a robust predictor of word reading skills. The results
suggest that phoneme awareness may be a better predictor of individual differences in L2
beginning reading skills and letter recoding strategy may be potentially helpful to
bootstrap L2 phonological sensitivity and L2 word reading abilities.
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(A)symmetries in Small Clause Constructions
of e (D)

This paper investigates interesting (a)symmetries between AP and VP small clauses with respect to overt
and covert movement. Both constructions show symmetry in scope interaction, in that the small clause
subject may only take narrow scope with respect to the matrix subject. On the other hand, asymmetries are
also found in movement: while the AP small clause subject can undergo overt movement out of the small
clause, the VP small clause subject must stay in-situ. In this paper, we adopt den Dikken’s (2006, 2008)
phase extension analysis and attempt to capture both similarities and differences between the two small
clause constructions.

A Corpus Study of the Discourse Functions of As and Like
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This study is mainly concerned with the discourse functions of the word like in English. In order to examine
discourse functions of like, the thesis explores the discourse functions of the English conjunction as and the
preposition like and compares as and like. Although these two words seem on the surface to have similar
functions, they are not in fact exactly the same. Most traditional grammar books refuse to allow like to be
used as a conjunction. In informal English, however, like is often used as a conjunction instead of as. A
corpus analysis is a useful process because it gives an opportunity to review prescriptive grammar and the
actual use of language. Speakers’ linguistic experiences can be a more powerful method for the real world
language acquisition. It should not be regarded as the destruction of grammar. Based on the analyses of
tokens from the Brown corpus, the Frown corpus, the Michigan Corpus of Academic Spoken English, and
the Corpus of Spoken Professional American English, this paper compares as and like in regard to their
functions in sentences. Another main topic of this research paper is other functions of the word like. Like is
a multifunctional word, used in various ways to deliver many different meanings. Like can be used not only
as a lexical item, but also as a discourse marker, hedge, and approximator.



