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Semi-automatic Construction of the Event Structure Lexicon for Textual Inference
Tasks

2 A& (Brandeis University)

As demonstrated in recent RTE tasks and QA-based competitions (TREC), the recognition of linguistic
implicatures is a critical component in any robust NLP application. This research presents a procedure for
constructing an Event Structure Lexicon (ESL), a resource which represents the lexically-entailed
subevents in text as a support for textual inference tasks. The ESL is used as a resource for a subevent
markup algorithm, called SUBEVITA, which annotates event implicatures on top of TimeML-based
extraction algorithms. Such a resource can be used independently within the RTE task and other linguistic
reasoning applications.
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Resultatives in Event Semantics
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This study investigates some resultative constructions in English, Korean, Chinese, and Japanese. It will
be argued that the Direct Object Restriction (DOR) used in previous syntactic accounts is not satisfactory.
This paper examines the typical resultative constructions in English and Korean and, within the framework
of ‘event semantics’, offers a proper semantic account of the relevant data in terms of the causal relations
between eventualities denoted by the matrix and result predicates. The conceptual notion of the causal
relation is derived from Hume’s ‘connection’, Davidson’s ‘causal relation’, and Lewis’s counterfactual
definition of cause. In this paper the causal relation is divided into two subtypes, namely, a strong causal
relation (CAUSEs) and a weak causal relation (CAUSEw), taking the force of causation into consideration.
On the basis of the force of causal relations this paper reclassifies types of resultatives in English. Most
previous works on resulttives have focused on explaining the syntactic nature or the linking between
syntactic and semantic constructions. This study reviews several works which offer detailed logical forms
of resultatives and makes an attempt to provide a more appropriate semantic analysis. The proposed
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semantic theory is shown to be useful for explaining the so-called resultative Verb-Verb Compounds
(VVCs) in Korean, Chinese, and Japanese. The VVCs are regarded to be morphologically realized
examples of the semantic complex predicates.
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