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Intervention Constraint on NPI Licensing
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In this talk, | examine one of the NPI licensing conditions which has been known as the Generalized
Immediate Scope Constraint (GISC) (Sells and Kim 2006) along the line of Linebarger (1987)’s Immediate
Scope Constraint which allows no logical element between an NPI and negation. Since the GISC requires
NPIs and negation be in an immediate scope relation with each other, the GISC has been previously
supposed to hold at LF. Nevertheless, it will be apparent that the GISC is not sensitive to the scope relation
between NPIs and negation, but rather to the surface order between them. | thus argue that the GISC
needs to be restated as a more general Intervention Constraint (IC) holding at S-structure. Namely, the IC
requires that no logical element with any logical element in-between a NPI and negation be licensed by
[+NEG] if there being intervening logical element between an NPI and negation.

| further offer an analysis of the theoretical implication of the IC by discussing intervention effects, i.e.,
in some languages wh-in-situ cannot be preceded by certain kinds of expressions, including NPIs and
focused elements. Intervention effects have been subject to much debate, since scrambling of a wh-in-situ
appears to be obligatory. On the basis of this fact, previous studies have assumed that NPIs as well as
focused elements act as interveners which prevent a wh-in-situ from being properly interpreted (Beck
19964, b, Beck and Kim 1997, Beck 2006, Hagstrom 1998, Hoji 1985, Ko 2005, Lee and Tomioka 2000,
Miyagawa 2002, Szabolcsi 2006, Tomioka 2006, 2007, inter alia). The idea of identifying an NPl and other
elements as interveners nevertheless gives rise to a troubling question, since an agreement on the natural
class of interveners has not been reached yet. The position defending an intervening role of an NPI and
other elements is also challenged on the basis that grammatical judgments for sentences containing
“intervention effects” vary widely (Hwang 2008). Juxtaposing NPI licensing constraints with the
intervention effects induced by an NPI, however, we can instead analyze intervention effects as a violation
of the IC, where a wh-in-situ functions as an intervener for NPI licensing. This line of reasoning is
supported by the fact that NPIs trigger the most general intervention effects compared with the other prima
facie interveners.
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On the Interpretation of English Indefinite Generics
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This paper claims that English indefinite generics are to be dealt with as a kind of theory-based
generalization in the epistemic domain where knowledge is structured in a theoretical hierarchy. On this
view, generics are not direct reflections of outer world realities or of any norms. This proposal then defies
Carlson's dichotomic assumption that generics may be dealt with in an inductive way or seen as rules and
regulations. Instead it is claimed that generics reflect the speaker's knowledge that are supported by
various kinds of theories. Theories in general tend to make predictions in a deductive way on the basis of
pre-existing knowledge or new findings so that maximal effects can be achieved through minimal wording.
In this sense the interpretation of generic sentences involves various kinds of knowledge intertwined into
the speaker's epistemic domain. Thus, the proposal put forth in this paper makes an inevitable use of
pragmatic factors concerning various sources of knowledge and thus generics usually subsume various
aspects of unmentioned components of socially shared conventions. In other words generics are minimally
stated generalizations that achieves the maximal effects, still preserving theoretical coherence. Cohen's
proposal involving probability and homogeneity requirement will be discussed and rejected; Leslie's
proposal that generics reflects our default mechanism of generalization will also be examined.
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