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The Rise and Fall of Linguistic Complexity

Osten Dahl (Stockholm U)

In the lecture, | will discuss how complexity in general and linguistic complexity in particular can be
understood; how grammatical complexity develops over time and how it is influenced by external factors

such as the extent to which a language is acquired and transmitted by adult second-language learners.
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On the position of adnominal elements in Korean and DP structure

Min-Joo Kim (Texas Tech University)

Adnominal adjectival expressions are presumably not required by grammar yet their syntax and semantics
provide an important window on DP structure. In this talk, | identify the syntactic positions of various
adjectival expressions in Korean, a topic that has received little attention in the literature. | show that while
the surface position of Korean adjectival expressions is determined in part by their morpho-syntactic
complexities, they do not necessarily occur in fixed positions nor do they exhibit the ‘direct’ vs. ‘indirect’
semantic dichotomy, posting challenges to widely-held views held by authors like Sproat and Shih (1998,
1990) and Cinque (1994, 2004, 2010). | offer a way to handle the Korean facts by building on Svenonius’
(2008) analysis of other languages. The upshot of my analysis will be that adnominal expressions occur in
certain orders because they are introduced by different functional projections in a hierarchical DP structure
but they may have more than merge site and consequently, a seemingly identical adjectival expression
may be construed as having more than one type of adnominal semantics. In essence, this analysis
advocates a Larsonian (Larson 1998, 2000) view that adjectival expressions may occur anywhere in DP

structure, so long as it is compatible with the semantic composition.
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Disjunction, Negation and Scope in Japanese

Toshiyuki Ogihara (Univ. of Washington)

| will argue in this talk that negation in Japanese is scopeless and that this proposal allows us to account



for the behavior of quantificational expressions (such as disjunctive and conjunctive DPs, quantificantional
DPs with the topic marker -wa, an alleged negative polarity item dare-mo ‘who-also’) that are normally
understood to interact scopally with negation. To be more specific, | shall show that these quantificational

expressions could be understood to have scope over negation and still receive desired semantic

interpretations.



