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English licenses a systematic pattern where a finite or infinitival clause is extraposed to the sentence final
position (see Quirk et al. 1985, Biber et al. 1999, Huddleston and Pullum 2002)

(1) a. Sometimes | find it difficult [to read my own writing].
b. In the circumstances | do not think it unreasonable of me [to ask for the return of my subscription].

This pattern involves the introduction of expletive (or ‘dummy’) it which, though morphologically identical to
the third person singular pronoun, is not referential, and hence is unable to be assigned any semantic role
(Postal and Pullum 1988). Note that the object extraposition in such examples is obligatory:

(2) *I find [to read my own writing] difficult.

This supports the idea that the object extraposition is triggered by the constraint that the heavy constituent
needs to be at the end of sentence. Slightly different examples like these in which the end-focus and end-
weight constraints trigger the extraposition of a heavy clause and introduction of the expletive, there are
also cases like (3) where the two are adjacent (cf. Kim and Sag 2008):

3) a. Type [: | rely upon it that John will resign.
b. Type Il | take it that John will resign. C
c.. Type lll: | regret it that John will resign.

In such examples, the CP clause here is ‘vacuously’ extraposed in the sense that the CP here is also at the
end of sentence. Note that these three types behave differently in many respects. For example, Type |
involves a prepositional verb, whose putative source is ungrammatical:

(4) *1 rely upon that John will resign.
Type Il behaves like an idiom and the predicate cannot take a sentential complement, as seen from *|
take that John will resign. Type lll, different from these two, allows the expletive to be optional.
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In this talk, we investigate usages of the vacuous it-object extraposition in English and figure out what
triggers such a vacuous extraposition. We also try to offer a construction-based analysis.
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