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The Sufficient Informativeness Conditions for "Even"
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There has been heated debate on the felicity conditions for the English focus particle “even.”
The present study will review three previous approaches—namely, the existential account, the
universal account, and the scalar account—and some of their drawbacks will be discussed. As an
alternative, this paper will propose the Sufficient Informativeness Conditions (SIC) for “even,” a
modified version of the scalar account. It will be compared with the three approaches, and it will
prove to be successful in dealing with some of their problems. In addition, this paper will discuss
pragmatic constraints on the implicature of “even.” The present study will conclude with some

comments on the so-called comparative—intensifying use of “even.”



