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An Experimental Study of Subjecthood Diagnostics in Multiple Subject Constructions
(MSCs) in Korean

AAE (FAd) & ol &F (FH™)

Though there are numerous studies on the Multiple Nominative/Subject Construction in Korean, few have
experimentally addressed the Subjecthood of the nom-marked NPs in MSCs. The following sentence
illustrates an example of MSCs.

(1) Cheli-ka apeci-ka pwuca-ta.
Cheli-nom  father-nom rich-decl
‘Cheli’s father is rich.’

To the extent that Subjecthood is dealt with, an implicit but widespread assumption seems to be that, outside
of MSCs, Korean is a uniform Subject language, not a mixed Subject language (in the sense of Dixon 1994
and Falk 2006). This assumption undergirds attempts to show that there is a unique Subject in MSCs (Yoon
1986, Hong 1991, Schutze 2001).

Against this backdrop, Yoon (2004, 2009) claimed that MSCs instantiate a mixed Subject
construction, where the rightmost NP (apeci-ka in (1)), an (external) argument of the predicate, functions as
the Grammatical Subject (GS); and the outer NP (Cheli-ka) functions as a Major Subject (MS). Yoon (2009)
claimed that among the proposed diagnostics for Subjects in Korean (honorific agreement, plural copying,
obligatory control, subject-oriented reflexives, adjunct control, control of null subjects in coordination), the
first four are controlled by GS, whereas the remainder are controlled by MS. The reason is that GS is a
Subject qua a Prominent Argument while MS is a Subject qua Pivot, in the sense of Falk (2006). Yoon (2009)
hypothesized that GS diagnostics track thematic prominence, while MS diagnostics track structural/discourse
prominence.

Yoon’s proposal is novel but based on informal judgments, which are quite subtle. Therefore, we
investigated it experimentally. The current study investigated i) whether some of the Subjecthood diagnostics
in Korean, which have been widely assumed to be valid in the literature of Korean syntax and mostly cited
by Yoon (2009), are really valid in picking out the subject in Korean sentences, ii) if the tested Subjecthood
diagnostics are also applicable in Korean MSCs.

Seventy Korean speakers performed a Magnitude Estimation task that was designed to examine the six
Subjecthood diagnostics. For each diagnostic, we tested 1) whether it is sensitive to Subjecthood in single



subject construction (non-MSCs), and if it is, 2) whether it is still applicable in MSCs. The test material was
a survey-type questionnaire composed of 280 Korean sentences representing various Subjecthood properties
in both single-subject constructions and MSCs. The comprehensive results are still in the process of various
statistical analyses; some parts of the results comparing different diagnostics will be presented for the
discussions of further analysis and interpretation, as well as a direction for the future study.

Implementation of Scrambling in the Korean Type-Inheritance Combinatory Categorial
Grammar

°] 8% (T

Scrambling raises a problem to the traditional Combinatory Categorial Grammar (CCG; Steedman, 1996,
2000) or the Type-inheritance Combinatory Categorial Grammar (TCCG; Beavers, 2002, 2004), since these
frameworks prefer a fixed order of language. Of course, there are some mechanisms which can handle the
phenomena in these frameworks,l such as a commuting combinator in CCG or a lexical rule in TCCG.
However, these mechanisms increase the complexity of the syntactic and lexical components of the grammar.
This study proposes another method to avoid this problem and scrambling is handled with functional
composition in this study. One of the problems to implement scrambling in the Korean Type-inheritance
Combinatory Categorial Grammar (K-TCCG) is how to preserve the argument structure when adverbs
intervene between the arguments of the predicate. This study proposes an efficient method which solves this
problem without any further mechanisms in the combinatory rules.
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Concessive conditionals without ‘even’
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(1) If individualism in SNU seems to be marginal, it is nevertheless a reality. (415 3+ ¥ & %5-%] RB0423)
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