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6.2019 PACLIC OHY (9¥)

> The 33rd Pacific Asia Conference on Language, Information and Computation (PACLIC
33) will be held in Hakodate, Japan on 13— 15 September, 2019. The PACLIC 33 will
be the latest installment of our long standing collaborative efforts among theoretical and
computational linguists in the Pacific—Asia region for providing an opportunity to share
their findings and interests in the formal and empirical study of languages.
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» Keynote speakers:
—  Mary Dalrymple (University of Oxford)
- Yuji Matsumoto (Nara Institute of Science and Technology)

— Junichi Tsujii (Artificial Intelligence Research Center, AIST)

» Call for Papers:

Paper submissions of original and unpublished research are invited on all aspects of both
theoretical and computational linguistics. Papers exemplifying synergy of multi—disciplinary
approaches on the construction of language resources and system development that would
assist language learning are particularly encouraged.

» Publications:

Conference proceedings will be published in open—access digital formats. Past PACLIC
proceeding papers have been indexed in Scopus (since PACLIC 19 in 2005) and listed in
ACL Anthology. According to Google Scholar, PACLIC currently has an h5-index of 10
and the h5—median is 13. For details, see the following page:
https://jaslli.org/paclic—steering/past/

» Information for authors:

Submissions should describe substantial, original, and unpublished work written in readable
and plain English and may not exceed 8 pages, excluding references and appendices.
Accepted papers will be presented in either regular sessions or poster sessions as determined
by the program committee. Each author may only have one accepted paper as the first
author. Authors are required to declare upon submission any multiple submission(s) or
intention to submit to multiple conferences — failure to do so may lead to immediate
disqualification of the paper.

» Paper submission deadline: 23:59 (GMT), 10 May, 2019

» Submission page: https://easychair.org/conferences/?conf=paclic33
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ABSTRACTS

Neural Correlates for Pragmatic Inference

Shin-ae Yoon
(Konkuk University)

In this study, I reassure the neural correlates in pragmatics inference processing during
conversational implicature using functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI).

To this end, the linguistic experiment was conducted; this experiment was modified from the
study where pragmatic inferential processing was required. The condition comprises question and
answer conversation pairs which are differentiated in the degree of implicitness and the unrelated
condition in which semantic integration or association with world knowledge is not required.

Behavioral differences were influenced by the implicit degree in both accuracy and reaction time.
The results suggested that implicitness increased the difficulty of discourse comprehension, and
recruited further processing, such as semantic and the world knowledge integration while the
unrelated condition showed relatively high accuracy and short reaction time, indicating that there
was no difficulty in doing the task. With respect to the neuroimaging results, not only did this study
confirm the brain cortical regions involved in language processing established in earlier
neurolinguistic research, but also identified subcortical region, caudate activation. These results
suggest that subcortical region such as caudate as well as the cortical regions are actively involved
in the linguistic processing. I will introduce the basic principles of functional magnetic resonance
imaging(fMRI), its uses in linguistic research and the experimental design and method with the

results in this study.

The Interface of Syntax, Semantics, and Pragmatics
in the Use of Medially Positioned Conjuncts in English

Wonseok Kim

(Yonsei University)

Since the 1970s, discourse markers have drawn a lot of attention from scholars working in the fields
such as pragmatics, discourse analysis, language acquisition, and language pedagogy. This has
resulted in a rapidly expanding body of research. However, there have been relatively few studies

about the medial placement of discourse markers, especially a particular subtype known as



conjuncts. Most previous studies simply stated the obvious fact that these discourse markers or
conjuncts occur initially, medially, or finally in a sentence. The purpose of this research, in contrast,
is to explain the medial placement of these conjuncts in detail. In order to provide a comprehensive
explanation for their medial placement, this study used the British National Corpus (BNC). Since
the targeted discourse marker subtype exists in large numbers, only 10 items were selected for the
purposes of a qualitative and quantitative research. As a result of this analysis, this research suggests
the following multi-dimensional explanation for the medial placement of the conjuncts: the
constraints placed on actual discourse marker presence; the minimal argument; the free shifting
condition; optimal approximation; information partitioning and focus; syntactic form; semantic
typology; medial placement constraint; and style. These various factors operate in parallel in order
to position the conjuncts in a suitable medial position in a sentence, revealing the interface of syntax,

semantics, and pragmatics.

An Empirical Study of Internally Headed Relative Clauses in Korean

Sanghoun Song

(Korea University)

This study concerns a linguistic phenomenon for which theories are ample and pretty old but data
are scant and relatively new; namely, Internally Headed Relative Clauses in Korean. IHRCs have
been one of the hot issues since the early days of Korean generative grammar, but an empirical base
for establishing the theoretic foundations remains unsettled. The erstwhile studies have yet not
formed a consensus even as to whether Korean indeed employs IHRCs. The other major issues
include whether and how IHRCs in Korean (if exist) differ from Externally Headed Relative Clauses
and which grammatical factors constrain the construction. When the basic puzzles have been left
unresolved in theory for quite a while as such, using a data-based method is particular rewarding in
language research. Thus, the present study aims to provide an empirical bottom line for a livelier
discussion about IHRCs in Korean. To this end, the present study explores a spoken corpus and
conducts acceptability judgment testing followed by a survey and interview with the participants.
This methodological pipeline leads us to verify that there exists an individual variation across
speakers in acceptability judgments and interpretation of [HRCs in Korean. The conditions for
IHRCs in Korean include distinction between individual-level and stage-level, grammatical and
lexical aspects of the predicates in the relative and main clauses, animacy of the relativized head,
and indexation of kes in IHRCs. Accordingly, we classified the IHRCs in Korean into the five
subtypes, three of which are genuine types and the others are pseudo types. In addition, via the
survey and interview it is revealed that IHRCs and EHRCs in Korean differ in implications; the
former involves immediacy, simultaneity, adjacency, specificity, and particularly relevancy whereas

the latter conveys a neutral meaning.



